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oz

Presentacion

Su elaboracion en formato electrénico, iniciada en julio de 2002, ha supuesto
importantes ventajas de cara a ampliar y agilizar su difusién entre los profesionales del sector,
permitiendo asimismo la localizacién de documentacién relevante por parte de cualquier
ciudadano interesado en el campo de las drogodependencias.

Como en los nimeros anteriores, en el boletin de marzo se recogen las principales
novedades bibliograficas que, sobre los distintos aspectos relacionados con las adicciones, han
tenido entrada en el Centro de Documentacién e Informacién de la Delegacion del Gobierno
para el Plan Nacional sobre Drogas en los tres Ultimos meses. El contenido del Boletin esta
estructurado en tres grandes epigrafes: Novedades Bibliograficas (clasificadas por su tematica),
Legislacion y Sumarios de Revistas.

Esperamos que el Boletin, cuya difusion se realiza a través de listas de distribucion de
correo electronico y de su presencia permanente en la pagina web de la Delegacion del
Gobierno para el Plan Nacional sobre Drogas, sea de interés y quedamos a la espera de
cualquier sugerencia y/o consulta que sobre el mismo querais formular.

José del Val
Centro de Documentacion e Informacién
cendocupnd@msc.es
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Using the Addiction Severity Index to Predict Mental and Medical Health Service

Utilization 1
John M. Wryobeck
Stephen T. Chermack
Mary H. Closser

Frederick C. Blow
This study assessed the utility of adding the Addiction Severity Index (ASI) to demographic and clinical diagnostic
information for the purpose of predicting subsequent substance use disorder service use, and use of other
healthcare services by 260 veterans admitted for outpatient substance use disorder treatment. Data collected
included demographics, clinical diagnoses, assessment data from the ASI, as well as measures of six-month health
service utilization (e.g., substance use disorder services, other mental health services, outpatient medical visits,
urgent care visits, inpatient psychiatric and medical). Multivariate analysis using Tobit regression models showed
six out of seven ASI scales were significant predictors, and that combining ASI data with demographics and
clinical data significantly improved prediction of health care services. It also was found that certain psychiatric
and medical diagnoses were related to service use measures, and that a diagnosis of depression was related to
overall healthcare utilization.

KEYWORDS. Substance use disorder, service utilization, outpatient services, psychometric data, healthcare

Assessment of Cognitive Functioning of Methadone-Maintenance Patients:

Impact of Adult ADHD and Current Cocaine Dependence 15
Daniel J. Brooks
Suzanne K. Vosburg
Suzette M. Evans

Frances R. Levin
The purpose of this study was to determine if methadone-maintained patients (MMP) with cocaine dependence
(CD) and/or adult Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) exhibited compounded cognitive dysfunction
associated with their poly-substance use and/or co-morbid psychiatric diagnoses. The sample consisted of 79 MMP
(59% male, 51% Caucasian), maintained on methadone doses ranging from 40-130 mg/day, who were placed into
one of four diagnostic categories: (1) a control group (no ADHD, no CD) (n = 24), (2) CD alone (n = 18), (3)
ADHD alone (n = 18), and (4) ADHD + CD (n = 19). The California Computerized Assessment Package
(CalCAP®) was administered to assess cognitive functioning requiring focused and sustained attention in a
standardized fashion. There were no group differences on Simple Reaction tasks. Compared to the control group,
the ADHD + CD group was slower and less accurate on 33% of the Choice Reaction (CR) tasks. Specifically,
individuals in the ADHD + CD group and the ADHD alone group performed significantly worse on tasks
measuring attention and psychomotor responding. These tasks are associated with broader cognitive skills in
working memory, language discrimination and flexibility of cognitive sets that may have implications for treatment
outcome. Diagnostic services capable of identifying cognitive deficits among MMP with ADHD and/or CD are
needed to maximize the likelihood of treatment success and to serve as an indicator for the efficacy of therapeutic
approaches.

KEYWORDS. Cognitive deficits, methadone, ADHD, cocaine

Outpatient Treatment Engagement and Abstinence Rates Following Inpatient Opioid
Detoxification 27
John W. Davison
Marie L. Sweeney



Kristen R. Bush

Tania M. Davis Correale
Donald A. Calsyn
Joseph P. Reoux

Kevin L. Sloan

Daniel R. Kivlahan
Many patients with chronic opioid dependence are referred to drug-free outpatient treatment following inpatient
detoxification even though successful outpatient treatment engagement and abstinence from opioids occur only in a
minority of cases. This retrospective cohort analysis of medical records documents the post-discharge outcome in a
treatment setting that maximizes the support during transition to abstinence-oriented outpatient care, with
comprehensive social, medical and mental health services, including the availability of naltrexone. Participants
were male veterans (N = 112) admitted at an urban VA medical center. Most patients (78%) successfully completed
acute detoxification, 49% initiated naltrexone, and 76% accepted a VA aftercare plan. At 90-day follow-up, only
22% remained in aftercare, and < 3% had toxicology-verified abstinence from opioids. At one-year follow-up, 1
out of 5 had been readmitted for detoxification and 4.5% had died. Most patients successfully detoxified from
opioids, but very few remained engaged and stabilized in abstinence-oriented outpatient treatment.

KEYWORDS. Opioid detoxification, outpatient treatment, chronic opioid dependence, antagonist, naltrexone

Life Expectancy and Productivity Loss Among Narcotics Addicts Thirty-Three Years
After Index Treatment 37
Breda Smyth
Jing Fan
Yih-Ing Hser
This study computed the life expectancy of a cohort of male narcotics addicts followed for 33 years and assessed
the productivity lost as a result of premature mortality. The future life expectancy was constructed for the narcotics
addicts and for a comparable cohort from the general U.S. population. The average future life expectancy of the
cohort was 18.84 years compared to 33.48 years for comparable U.S. males (t = 49.49, p < .00001). As a result of
this premature mortality, the estimated monetary value of lost productivity was greater than $174 million. The lives

of heroin addicts were severely truncated at productive ages resulting in a loss of potential productivity that
increases social and economic burdens.

KEYWORDS. Life expectancy, productivity loss, narcotics, addiction

Is Acamprosate Use in Alcohol Dependence Treatment Reflected in Improved
Subjective Health Status Outcomes Beyond Cognitive Behavioural Therapy Alone? 49
Gerald F. X. Feeney
Jason P. Connor
Ross McD Young
Jane Tucker

Annie McPherson
Objective. To examine whether the addition of acamprosate to Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT) outpatient
alcohol dependence treatment impacted on subjective health status.
Method. Among 268 patients consecutively treated for alcohol dependence, 149 chose CBT alone. A matched
design was used. From a possible pool of 119 Acamprosate + CBT and 149 CBT-only patients, 86 Acamprosate +
CBT subjects were individually matched with 86 CBT-only patients on parameters of gender, age, prior
detoxification and alcohol dependence severity. Health Status (SF-36) and Psychological Well-Being (GHQ-28)
were assessed pre- and post-treatment.
Results. Pre-treatment, both self-reported health status and psychological well-being were markedly below
normative (community) ranges. Program completers significantly improved across both measures over 12-weeks
of treatment and some health domains approximated community levels. No treatment group differences were
observed.
Conclusions. Participants who completed the CBT-based treatment showed significant improvement in self-
reported health status. The use of acamprosate did not register additional improvement on either SF-36 or GHQ-
28, beyond CBT alone.

KEYWORDS. Acamprosate, impact, subjective health, alcoholism

Personality Changes in Women Recovering from Substance-Related Dependence 59
Patricia D. Borman
Monica L. Zilberman



Hermano Tavares
Alma M. Suris
Nady el-Guebaly

Barbara Foster
The present study explored the potential for change in personality in women in recovery. Dimensions of the
Temperament and Character Model and the five-factor model of personality were examined at baseline and at
follow- up after treatment for addiction. Within both models of personality, the factors which have been found to be
the best predictors of the presence of a personality disorder (Self-Directedness within the Temperament and
Character Model; Neuroticism within the five-factor model) showed significant change at follow-up which suggests
the flexibility of personality and the potential for change of personality disorders within women seeking treatment
for addiction.

KEYWORDS. Personality, addiction, substance dependence, women

Co-Morbidity of Select Anxiety, Affective, and Psychotic Disorders with Cannabis
Dependence in Southwest California Indians 67
David A. Gilder
Philip Lau
Michelle Dixon
Linda Corey
Evelyn Phillips
Cindy L. Ehlers

Cannabis dependence is co-morbid with psychiatric disorders in general population surveys, but whether co-
morbidity exists in American Indian populations is unknown. The aim of this study was to assess co-morbidity
between cannabis dependence and psychiatric disorders in a community sample of Southwest California (SWC)
Indians.

Demographic information and DSM-I11-R diagnoses, including differentiation of independent and cannabis-
induced psychiatric disorders, were obtained using the Semi-Structured Assessment for the Genetics of Alcoholism
(SSAGA) developed for the Collaborative Study on the Genetics of Alcoholism (COGA) from 513 SWC Indian
adults residing on contiguous reservations. Although SWC Indians in this sample had high rates of cannabis
dependence (43% in men and 24% in women), cannabis-induced psychiatric disorders each occurred in 1% or less
of the sample. No significant co-morbidity with independent psychiatric disorders was found. In SWC Indians,
cannabis dependence may be less etiologically related to psychiatric disorders than in the general population.

KEYWORDS. American Indians, cannabis dependence, co-morbidity

An Analysis of Risk Domains Associated with Drug Transitions of Active Latino

Gang Members 81
Mario De La Rosa
Douglas Rugh
Christopher Rice

Alcohol and illicit drug abuse is a serious problem among male Latino gang members. Research indicates that
gang members increase their drug use while they are members, and use more drugs after they leave the gangs. This
manuscript reports on data reflecting the influences of individual, familial, peer, and community factors on the
number of drug use transitions that Latino gang members undergo during their drug using careers. Data from this
study were collected from interviews conducted with seventy-six active Latino gang members. The study’s results
indicate that age at the time of interview and lower age of drug onset were associated with a greater number of
drug use transitions. Positive family attitudes toward deviance, friend drug use, school truancy, conflict with
parents, and living in neighborhoods with a high level of crime were also found to be associated with increased
drug use transitions.

KEYWORDS. Substance abuse, adolescents, risks, gangs, ethnography

Experiences of a National Sample of Qualified Addiction Specialists Who Have

and Have Not Prescribed Buprenorphine for Opioid Dependence 91
Wendy Kissin
Caroline McLeod
Joseph Sonnefeld



Arlene Stanton
The limited availability of medication-assisted treatment has created a treatment gap leaving many opioid
dependent individuals without access to appropriate treatment. Survey data from a national random sample of 545
addictions physicians with waivers to provide buprenorphine treatment under The Drug Addiction Treatment Act of
2000, are presented. During the first year, an estimated 63,204 opioid dependent patients were treated with
buprenorphine; many were dependent on prescription opioids and were new to drug treatment. Prescribing
physicians reported high treatment effectiveness and patient satisfaction, with minimal adverse reactions or
evidence of diversion. However, many waivered physicians had not provided buprenorphine treatment. Prescribers
identified challenges such as induction logistics, recordkeeping requirements, the 30-patient limit, DEA
involvement, and limited patient compliance. Buprenorphine treatment could potentially reduce the treatment gap
by providing safe and effective treatment for opioid dependence and by attracting patients who do not typically
seek care at opioid treatment programs.
KEYWORDS. Buprenorphine, DATA 2000, medication-assisted treatment, opioid dependence

Methamphetamine Use, Impulsivity, and Sexual Risk Behavior Among HIV-Positive

Men Who Have Sex with Men 105
Shirley J. Semple
Jim Zians
Igor Grant

Thomas L. Patterson
This study examined impulsivity as a moderator of the relationship between meth use and sexual risk behavior in a
sample of HIV-positive meth-using Men who have Sex with Men (MSM). Higher impulsivity was associated with
less education, lower income, being unemployed, psychiatric diagnosis, and higher Beck depression scores.
Intensity of meth use and sexual risk behavior were significantly correlated. In a multiple regression analysis, more
education, greater intensity of meth use and higher levels of impulsivity predicted more unprotected sex. To test for
moderating effects of impulsivity, an interaction term was added to the regression. The interactive effects model
was statistically significant. A plot of the interaction revealed that the relationship between intensity of meth use
and total unprotected sex was strongest among participants who had higher levels of impulsivity. This suggests that
targeting impulsivity in interventions may help reduce sexual risk behaviors in high intensity meth-using HIV-
positive MSM.

KEYWORDS. Methamphetamine, impulsivity, sexual risk, men who have sex with men

Ecstasy Toxicity: A Comparison to Methamphetamine and Traumatic Brain Injury 115
Matthew W. Warren
Firas H. Kobeissy
Ming Cheng Liu
Stanislav I. Svetlov
Ronald L. Hayes
Mark S. Gold
Kevin K. W. Wang

Ecstasy use is a growing problem in the United States. Techniques to demonstrate and characterize the toxicity
associated with its use have been limited and employed infrequently. In this study, we compare the deleterious
effects of ecstasy use in rats with that of methamphetamine and traumatic brain injury. Specifically, we investigate
the degradation of structural proteins all-spectrin and tau by the pro-necrotic calpain and pro-apoptotic caspase
systems.

Ecstasy-induced neurotoxicity is shown after 24 hours, although to a much lesser extent than that of
methamphetamine or traumatic brain injury. Neurotoxicity is still evident after 72 hours. Furthermore, apoptosis of
the liver is seen 72 hours after ecstasy use. Use of protease inhibitors may be useful in preventing ecstasy-induced
toxicity.

KEYWORDS. Ecstasy, neurotoxicity, methamphetamine, MDMA, hepatocytes

Associations Between Spirituality and Substance Abuse Symptoms in the Baltimore

Epidemiologic Catchment Area Follow-Up, 1993-1996 125
Christiana Coyle
Rosa M. Crum
Daniel E. Ford

Prior studies on substance abuse treatment programs have provided some evidence that participants who embrace
some facet of spirituality during recovery may have greater success in maintaining sobriety. Several plausible
associations exist between spirituality and sobriety; this paper posits that spirituality has consistently negative
associations with substance abuse symptoms in models with ‘substance abuse symptoms’ as the outcome. The data



come from the Baltimore Epidemiologic Catchment Area (ECA) study. In 1993, ECA researchers surveyed 1,920 of
the original 3,841 participants, all household residents in East Baltimore. Multiple logistic regression analyses
show that strong spiritual beliefs within this population are negatively associated with current substance abuse

symptoms [OR = 0.53; 95%CI = 0.35-0.80, p = 0.002]. Homeownership is also negatively associated, while
positively associated characteristics include suffering from income-related stress and having a history of
substanceabuse treatment. This population-based study confirms findings from clinical studies, and the results

support continued emphases on spirituality in substance abuse recovery programs.

KEYWORDS. Spirituality, religion, substance abuse, drug abuse, epidemiology
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CONTENTS

Introduction: Progress in the Assessment of Adolescent Drug Abuse 1
Ken C. Winters

Mapping the Clinical Complexities of Adolescents with Substance Use Disorders:

A Typological Study 5
Kathleen Meyers

Paul A. McDermott
Alicia Webb
Teresa A. Hagan

Because of the vast improvements in adolescent substance use assessment, it is widely recognized that
adolescent substance use disorders (SUD) encompasses diverse drugs, patterns and etiologies and are
characterized by extensive heterogeneity in other life domains. The next step in advancing adolescent
SUD assessment is to classify adolescents with SUD into treatment-oriented typologies so that the
question “What works with whom under what conditions?”” can be empirically investigated. This paper:
(1) identifies and describes seven subtypes of 205 adolescents with SUD in alcohol and other drug
(AOD) treatment aged 12-18 years (via dimensions of delinquency, psychosocial problems, chemical
dependency, and sexual risk behavior); and (2) examines whether certain patterns are distinctive among
youth court-mandated to AOD treatment. Each profile type is described in terms of relative problem
severity, prevalence for youth mandated to treatment through the courts, demographics, and
performance on external measures of mental health and substance use disorders. Multiple logistic
regression demonstrated that three profile types yielded 75.6% accuracy (sensitivity = 75.8%,
specificity = 75.5%) for discrimination between court-mandated and non court-mandated to treatment
youth, even when controlled for the contributions of youth age, sex, and ethnicity. This paper discusses
the need for triage to multiple treatments with varyinglevels of intensity for different subgroups of
adolescents. If cost-effective ser vices by setting by youth typology could be empirically identified and
replicated, perhaps an empirically-guided cost-containment strategy would be developed and
implemented by managed care and state government. In this way, the trend for a decline in the number
and types of on-site services provided by AOD treatment programs might reverse, improving adolescent
SUD outcomes.

KEYWORDS. Adolescent, drug abuse, assessment



Community Readiness Survey: Norm Development Using a Q-Sort Process 25
Anu Sharma
Andria M. Botzet
Rebecca A. J. Sechrist
Nikki Arthur
Ken C. Winters

This study reports on norms developed for the Minnesota Institute of Public Health’s (1999) Community
Readiness Survey. Prevention experts from ten states and the Red Lake Nation sorted data from 50
communities into high and low readiness groups using a Q-sort process. High inter-rater agreement
was achieved on communities sorted. Tests of significance between the high and low readiness groups
resulted in significant differences on the five scales of readiness: community members’ perception of an
alcohol, tobacco, and other drug problem; permissiveness of attitudes toward substance use; support
for prevention; perceived access of alcohol and tobacco products for adolescents; and overall
community commitment. Communities that implement a readiness assessment can use these results

to target resources to areas in which high readiness is indicated and seek to increase readiness in areas
in which lower scale scores are evidenced.

KEYWORDS. Adolescent, drug abuse, assessment

Screening American Indian Youth for Referral to Drug Abuse Prevention and
Intervention Services 39
Ken C. Winters
Jerome DeWolfe
Donald Graham
Wehnona St. Cyr

The development and psychometric properties of a brief screening tool for use with American Indian
youth suspected of abusing substances is described. The Indian Health Service-Personal Experience
Screening Questionnaire (IHS-PESQ) is a brief questionnaire that screens for drug abuse problem
severity, response distortion tendencies, and psychosocial risk factors. The psychometric properties of
the problem severity scale are favorable when tested in reservation-based American Indian students
(grades 6-12). The paper also describes the role of the IHS-PESQ within a prevention, intervention and
treatment referral system designed for American Indian youth.

KEYWORDS. Adolescent, drug abuse, assessment

Adolescent Alcohol and Marijuana Use: Concordance Among Objective-, Self-, and
Collateral-Reports 53
Joseph A. Burleson
Yifrah Kaminer

The association of and difference between urinalysis, self- and parent collateral- report of alcohol and
substance use at baseline, 3- and 9-month follow-up was assessed for 88 male and female adolescents
from a treatment study. While urinalyses rates were higher than self- and collateral-report, urinalyses
and self-report did not differ significantly at follow-up. Associations between urinalyses and self-report
were highest (r = .64, .69), followed by youth-/collateral- report (.49, .55), and urinalyses/collateral-
report (.28, .43). Change in youth subjective substance use was associated with collateral subjective
perceptions of use at follow-up. Higher false-negatives render collateral less reliable than selfreport
but necessary in the assessment process.

KEYWORDS. Adolescent, substance abuse, alcohol abuse, assessment, urinalysis, treatment



Adolescent Substance Abuse in Mexico, Puerto Rico and the United States: Effect of

Anonymous versus Confidential Survey Formats 69
William W. Latimer
Megan S. O’Brien
Marco A. Vasquez
Maria Elena Medina-Mora
Carlos F. Rios-Bedoya
Leah J. Floyd

Anonymous surveys have been widely used worldwide to describe adolescent substance

use yet cannot elucidate causal drug abuse predictors. Studies in the U.S. have generally found that
anonymous and confidential surveys yield comparable levels of self-reported substance use, yet the
effect of survey format on youth self-report has not been evaluated in other countries. The present study
compared data from the confidential International Longitudinal Survey of Adolescent Health with
anonymously collected survey data on alcohol and marijuana use among school-based youth in Mexico,
Puerto Rico, and the U.S. The findings suggest that confidential surveys yield valid self-reports of
adolescent substance use.

KEYWORDS. Adolescent, anonymous, confidential, cross-cultural, survey, substance abuse

Gender Differences in Measuring Adolescent Drug Abuse and Related Psychosocial
Factors 91
Andria M. Botzet
Ken C. Winters
Randy Stinchfield

Although gender issues have been addressed in clinical drug abuse literature, very little research has
focused on gender differences in terms of the psychometric properties of assessment instruments. If boys
and girls interpret instruments differently, the accuracy of clinical evaluation, referral, and treatment
decisions based on these measures may be compromised. The current study examines this issue

within the context of one instrument, the Personal Experience Inventory (PEI). The PEI is a multi-scale,
self-administered questionnaire that has been used in various descriptive and treatment studies of
adolescent drug abusers. We examine gender- specific psychometric properties of the PEI based on a
drug-abusing sample of adolescents (n of boys = 1,322; n of girls = 822). The results indicate that
reliability and validity evidence, as well as factor structure data, are generally comparable for both
genders. However, differences did arise in rates of elevation on the distortion scales. Limitations of the
present study and future research needs are discussed.

KEYWORDS. Gender differences, assessment, PEI, drug abuse, adolescents
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